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The motives behind this outbreak were partly nationalistic (the native Irish hoped to recover the lands which had been seized and planted by English settlers a generation earlier), and partly religious - to restore Catholicism. It was given an impetus by the anarchy following Stafford's death. His army had been disbanded, there was no one to control adventurers and exploiters, and the powers in England were threatening a renewed persecution of Catholics. Several thousand English were driven from their homes and were either murdered or died of exposure. Dublin was, however, saved, and once the Protestants had recovered from their first terror they saw that the incident might turn to their advantage as it would furnish a pretext of seizing more Irish lands. The Dublin Lord Chief Justices almost drove the Anglo-Irish Catholics into rebellion to incriminate them for the benefit of Protestant settlers. In England the political leaders threw the blame on the King, whose Popish wife and toleration of Popery had, according to them, brought about this disaster. They hoped to discredit him finally and were determined that he should have no control over the army that must be raised to deal with the rebels. It was easy to find speculators ready to lend money or to raise a troop of horse with the hope of repayment in forfeited lands, but if the King were allowed to choose the commanding officers the whole army might be useful to him later on. Therefore, though there was a great deal of discussion and the national hatred of the Irish and Popery still further inflamed, nothing very, much was done to assist the English settlers, and